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TTIE ROI'E OF THE CRITIC

I am pleased &o be ?rere tod'ay slnce thls yearrs meetlng of,

the BflLson,Foun&atton eetneldes wLth the end of my flrst deaade *

lnvolvement tn Amerteam edraeatton " It l'a an honor to lnaugrrate

B;r seeond d.ecad.e by addreBsi-ng thLs dlstl"nsulshed audl'ence ' Hsy
,ffi,+&4riry

I put ln a petltlora to the Foundatton for a pLace on J'ts agenda

ft1q and -tX-e.p"-tl yeers frm rl@nr Eod rLll"Lng?

You may thLnk une umdu3.y pessimtetle . I{hy shouSd tr exp**f;

that tuenty years krem+e, 1t wttrI qlllX be raeeessary t{} af,vo*ate

refsm of our schooLp? Are mot th'e Amerlean people hegtnnlrrg

tO gee ttrat sueh reforme are egseratl-al lf xe Are to eurwlrye As

a free nati-otl? Ilonever, i-f there ts anythtEq I have learmsd *m

the last ten years, tt te ttre overwhelmlng poger of reets*arc**

to ref,om posseased by organtmed groups ulth a veste* l:ttspes* ;?''*"

Oopyrtght 1959, B- &- -Ri-ekoverN;'&ffissfon-need,ed fcr newspaper or ne$a perlo6l-caL une"
*Uoi* lopyri"ght nottree to be irsE6 lf unost af speeeh reprL::t'ed' "



the etatus quo" Edtreattcnml offletaldoun ls such.a group. It has

been so sueeessful lrr reetsbtng needed reformrs that we are today

1n grave danger of betng overtaken ln sel.enee and. teetrnology by

a nablon wlth a more effletent and. rlgorotrs edueatlonaL system"

Hardly a week Soes by wttlrout some nefis ltem showtng Russta

movLng ahead ln setenbtfi"e knowledge or technology' A leadI-ng

Amerlean mathemattetan nepo:rts the Sovtet Unton ahead of the

Unlted States by teu to ftfteen years ln the connplleated area

of aeeurate roekeb eontrol meehanlsms--the reason belnBrRusslan

leadershJ.p fur the f,leld sf taon-trlnear dtfferentlal Hethematlcs "

Three Unlted States seslatore neturR, wairntnE ue that the Sovtet

Unlon Is assuru*nE wor}d l"eadershtp 1n the development sf
l

hydroelectrto power" A profeesor of IndustnlaL Management and.

Englneerlng dlseloses Buresla 0 e abl-l1-ty to outproduce the West tn

sertaln maehlne toole" Theee are but a lg!! ltems appearlng l.n

a reeent ten-day perlod"

Offtelal statlstlcs shol,t that tn ]95T Russla had a \Qfr

lead tn selentlfle and teehni-eaL manpower over the Unlted Staten,

The Sovlet foree, arorec\Fetr, ln,s1uded 3W raare holdere of advam**rS

degrees" Because of faeten gnowth rates, offletal eetlmatee

expect the Hueetane wtIl have a 256 lead ln tralned manpower by l"SS-:.,

w1th an even greater ad''rantage ln hol"dere of advaneed degr€sffi*

Space experts now eoneede that tne are flve years hehLnd tire ffiw*si*mr+ 
",

Yet unany AmerLean ed.ueatLontsts ds nst eppear to see &h*

conneetlon between these eel"entlfi-e adwanees and the quualf,fry qli'
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Russtan educatlon. Not lonE ago ope of them complalned that 1t

had^ never been "demonstrated ln any way resembllng a sclentlflc

procedure of thoughttt that Sputnlk reflected a trlumph of Russlan

eclucatlonl Another urges us not to worry about keeplng up wlth

the Russlansl t'Ietrs keep up wlth the chlLdren.'r StlI1 another

rldLeules those arsong us who ane concerned over RuSSta I s more

efflcleut edrrcatlon, and makes the wholly unnubstanttated-*and'

truth to te1l, somewhat rldlculous--clalm that the Russlans are

ttworrylng themseLves sick about llg ' 
rt

One can understand educatlontst annoyance uhen Russlan

achleveaents are used to show uP the medtocrttY of our sehools"

But I am shocked and worrled when I see them carelessfy *1.".1"9"?"**gS

the Amertean publlc or,r what actualLy EoeE on ln Russlan ed.ucatJ"on "

For example, there ts the wholly untrue assertlon eonstantly

beLng made try'them that Rueslan schoois 'teach only sclence and

neglect the hunranLtles, nhtle oulsB are satd to gtve a more rotxtde*1

edueatl0n. fhe faet Ls that Russtan schsols devote about as rsu**?:

tlrae to the hr:manltles as to the seteneeg and mathematlcs, an*

a great deal more to g*&*fthan do our schoole. Agatn, I eonst*ntI'1

come upon aseertlons that only a ttny fractlon, a smaLl pe:rcenbage,

of Russtats ehL].dren graduate from the ten-year schools whllc

more than }CIfi ot our ehlldren go to hlgh school. In the ftrst

p}ace, on).y 55-58fr of our 5th graders graduate, 8B can be seem

lf sne takes the trouble to consult the Unlted States Stattsti"*s*.3'

Abstract, Flguree publlshed by the Untted States Offtee *f, ffi*.:*:re,*r.,:-11a:-:n
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show that ln L957 1'5 milllon Rtrselans grad,uated fnom thelr ten-yearsehoor'' about 10r mone thar the nranben sf Amer:lcans graduatlngfrom hlgh school that year. rn evaluattnE these flgunes we muetkeep 1n ralnd that uhLle Russla has abou t thfimore people thanw€, Horld ,nar rr l0sses have pnobably brouEht hen sehool_agepopuJ'atl0n c10se to ours. rn othen wonds, she gnad,uatee aboutthe sane pereentage from her rlgorouE ten_year ;r";;" as wef'om oun easy hlsh sehoors" Furthermore, Busela has not yetcompJ'eted her" pnesent p,ogram of covenlng the r.and wlth ten_year

;:::::"i 
the ls r.lker.x ro gnaduate even more chlldnen some years

I flnd such carelessness wlth statlstlcs
only 1s lt *qgtnue that onJ.y a finau pencenta

unfonglvabl Not
ge of Russlan ehlld.renget a jgr-year school educatlon, the educatlon they do get lsfar better than oun chlLdnen get aften twel vefhls 1s obvlous lf one eonsults the

yeans of schooltng.

of these 1"6 mllllon young Russlans.

examlnatlons passed by all

knowledge tn mathenatles,
Theee cover an amount sf

phystcs, chemlstr"y, hlstony, lltera t!:r*s; ,the raothen tongue, and a-t,-_]egst one fonelgn language, whleh wi"L3rarely be possessed by young Amenlcans unless they ha ve completedtwo years of a good llbenaL ants ce1J.ege. SeveraL tfuiles Spre

aEe 20. Theee examtnatlons have been

young nusslang have leanned thls !I qge ]Z than younE Aner{.eaqs }ff
by the Unlted States Offlee of Educatl

tnanel.ated and publlshed

to everyone. They have now also been

on and were thenefore aveg.3*hl.t:

4
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testlmonyonRugetan.edueattonbeforetheApproprlatlonsCoffiIllttee

ofthellouseofRepresentatlveewhlehwtllbegentfreeof
ehargetoanyoneuhorrrttestotheGomtttee'IsuggestAmerlean
parentsrrsetheseexamtnatlonsasayardetlckbywhichtomeasure

the achlevenrents sf thelr locaL schoolg'

Ihopetheywlllnotal]'owtheuee],vegtobefooledbythe
speclous argnment often made by educatlonlste that what EoeB on

ln Russlan schools tras no reLevance for us' slnce RuEsla educates

her chlldren ln order that they may be useful to the gg?.[e, uhlle

we do so ln order that our chlldren nay have trre p9_19ry91 advantases

good educatlon provldes' the obJeetlve 1n both caseg ls to
a

lmpant lrnowledge ln the humanlt , 1n mathematlcs and, the gelences

to a ch1ld growtng lnto aduLthood. and, In the procesg' to deve}op

hls mental eaPacltles'
w"#

What ls relevant for us ls that BuEsla

gets a larger Pereentage ofherchlldrenthrouEharlgorouscourse

sf hlgher secondarY eduea tlon than any other country' especlaLly

our oun" $he also gets more students to become flrst-rate

seientlsts and englneers than sle are abLe to do' Thereforey sh*

has a largen pool of tratned profeeslonals' and 1e abl.e to forge

ahead of us ln lrmortant areas affectlnE natlona1 strength and' Power'

Thls ts lrhat 1s meant when one speaks of the Russlan educatlonal"

*1le**-d-."*6@

menace "

Ihopeparentswlllnotal].owthemEe].vestobefooledby

ed'ucattonlstmlsrepresentatl.onofwhatcrttl-csadvocateu}renth*y
polnttoRusslaneducatlonalacblevements.Neltherlnorob}:cer
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erltteshaveeverrecorunendedthatfletakeovertheRusslan
edueatlonal system; we 99 urge that we conslder Rueslan educatlona].

achlevementsaeaWstand.ardfgrourownedueatlonal
obJectlves. ,,e uern that lt would be Qglg$4, lf ue allowed

scho].astlcleve}slnourschoolspellnanentl'ytodropbelowthls
mtnlmum standard ' He {'}a!}y reJect educatlonlst cralme' that slnce

ourEtslFqgedueatlonltmustthereforebegg.gl-o.gre,orthat
demoeratlc educatlon can never be as good as educatXon ln an

authorltarlan eocletY.

It Is an old Progreeslve glmlclr ts proporrnd an antlthesls

betueen democratlc and good educatlon , os lf the ttto lilere mutually

lncomPatlble ' Not onlY ls 1t uged today to dePreeate Kusslan

been the a1lbl of our

educatlonal achlevement i LE has aluays

vrlth the ulrque stloned
educatlonlsts when one confrronts them

educatlonal acconPllshmentE' Of late'
suPerlorltY of g5:P1*

been brlng1nE ln evldenee to prove how

however , the crltlcs have

tlbllltY of excellence nlth equal

phonY 1s thls alLeged lnconpa

e noll have auple data shov{lnE thet
l{

educatlonal' oPPor:tunitles "

ehtl'd Eoes to gchool' he forges

from the flrst daY the European

scholastl-callY ahead of ours'

RecentlytheCorrnellforBasloEducatlonpubllshedaboo}t

byChar}esI1.$chutterandRlehardl,.SpreckelmeY€f,rentltled

Leaehlng the Thrrd B. rn ltuarrttrnetlo textbooks here and' abroad

areeomparedlnEreatdetall.Invlewofthefrequentaccusattre$
madebyedueatlontstethatehlldrenabroad].eartrbyroteoi&!*-t
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interestlng to obgerve how much emphasls ls placed ln European

schools on developlng a ttflgure sense" ln chlLdren b5r teaohlng

them mental ehortcuts to problems. rn contrast, rote learnlng

ls qulte prevaJ.ent ln our .g.Irl schools_,and there ls also far more

emphasls on memorlzlng fonmulae lnstead of reasonlng out ways

to solve arlthnetlcal probleme. Tables show at what age chlld,ren

reach glven Levels of arlttrmetleaL lrnowledge. From IneLand to
Poland, from Sweden to ltaly, ln &rg1and, France, Gemmny, Ho1J.and,

Denmark--thnoughout Europe 1n fact--ehll.dren move ahead so much

faster that by the slxth year they are aLnost lqo yeans firther
along than our gS.A chtldnen. Thls 1s true not onLy ln arlttrmetlc
but 1n the other two fiitgrr as we].]. Rarely does a Err:ropean ch1ld

comp3"ete hls fomlal educatlon wlthout belng able to wr:lte leglbly
and, eonrectLyrbut uany of our colJ.ege fresheen have to take remedl"eS

cour:aes ln thls slmpS.e sklLl. Nor do nor^mal. Eunopean ehlldren fa13"

to learn to read. ulth ease before they enter thelr eanly teens,

Mlnd You, I am speaklng of comparatlve achlevement levels tr;
elementary schools here and abroad. Thege are free publlc ecla,*p3s

attended by chlldren before they are sepanated by ablllty lnto
d,lfferent secondary schoo3.s. Thusrfor eLementary schooling, the

stock argnment of Amerlean educatlonlsts that European educatlan .*s
good because it ts Slggg ed.ueat1on,,and, ours nu,st aecessarl1y b*

lnferlor because lt 1s gAp,s educatton w111 slmp1y not stand up"

In thelr homogeneous seeondary sehools, Europeans contlnue t*
galn over our chlLdren" Ihe abler ehlldren who attend htgher

7



secondary schools, ln particular, advance much faster than

chlLdren who take eoJ.lege-preparator5r eourses 1n hlgh school here.

Abroadra llberaL educatlon compantng favorably wlth what AuenlcanE

acqulre 1, I}$_g-e_n' Vears of school and college takee but gyg]-vS

years--tn a very few cor.rntrles, thlrteen, Europeang are thenefone

four years ahead of Amenlcans when they beEln theln professtonal

ed.ucatlon at a unlvenslty; for most top-l.evel professlons !-l-e:e, a

Bachel.or of Artrs degree ls a prerequlslte befone one ls admltted

to professlonal school. I flnd tt personalLy humlltatlng that

most European unlversltles also demand a BacheLor of Artrs degree

of Amenlcans ulshlng to matnlculate, whlIe they admlt all Europeans

wlth a I'naturltyrtcertlflcate, obtalned at the end of the hlgher

secondary school.

Fon some tl,me, I have been eoS.lectlng rtmaturltyrr examlnatlons

from vartou,s European cor.mtnles whlch I hope sone day to translate

and. publlsh. The araor:nt of knowLedge ln the humanltles, ln

mathematles, and 1n the eclenees nequlred to pass these exams w$.11

ranely be posseseed by Amerlean students unless they have takem m

four-year LlberaL arts course at college. At that, few of them

eould pass the forelgn language teet sf the European naturlty

examlnatlon. There. the student nust show he can wrlte an eBEaY**

wlthout uslng a dtcttonary--1-n at least two, more often thr:ee,

forelgn J.angUages. I have before me several such essayg and T

flnd them deeply dlstrrrblng. In spelLlng, Erammar, styl"e and

compoettlon, these egsays couLd. rareLy be equal.led by our b*st,

8



hlgh school graduates ln thelr own mother tongue. Few ptrD candld.ates
here could match them unless they had speclallzed 1n forelgn
languages. Yet Amerlcan educatlonlsts eonstantly equate the
hlgh school dlplona obtalned for a coLLege-preparatory course
wlth the Eu::opean naturlty eentlfl.cate. fhls glves our peopl.e a

whoIly faLse ldea of where we stand educatlonally.
If we compane them wlth Ruselan ten-year" school graduates,

Europeans who have passed a rfmaturlty[ examJ.natton are about two
years ahead of the Russlang as fan as baslc knowledge 1s concerned,
Thelr sehoollng also has developed ln them consldenable ablllty to
thlnk lndependently.and It has given them a much bnoader cultunaL
baekgnound. lrlhlLe I feeL that we shouLd conslder Busslan educatlonal
achtevements as nlnlmumg below whJ.ch our schools BusJ not be

alLowed to faL1, f beLleve we ought to strlve beyond thls fon the
goa-L of matchlng European levels rat least for those of our ehildrem
who wtlL go on lnto the pnofesslons. As 1t 1s, many of them are
bar::ed, from becomlng Brofesslonals hene because of the length of
tlme lt takes, and, the hlgh cost. In consequence, we have a chren{e
shor.tage of professlonaL peopJ.e.

It ls lmportant that we not let otrrselves be fooLed lnto
beLlevlng that our schoors are unigue because they charge no

tultlsn; thls was true before lrlorLd war r, but slnce then one

European country after another has made aLl schooLlnE up to age 3S

tultlon free, or subJect to such mln{nal charges that no rea}ly
talented ch1ld le banned. fnom. schosl because of poverty. s{ctr**v*e,"

9
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dlplomas whlsh sbarrd for ggfrrffip but a glven nrslber: of hotrs

spent slttlng at a school desk? Are the less able chlldren

4algeg when the abler ehl].dren are alloued to pasg more rapldly

ttrroughthee].ementarystagesofedueatlonandlntothehlgher
oneg?Hhatle$-eragcraxLcaboutpenallzlngGod-slventalentbtrr

]"ettlnEJ-tgotowaste*soaverageohl].dnenwon|tfeelasengeof
lnferlorltY?

ItmaybebegulllnglntheorYtothlrrkofallourchlldren
golngtosehooltoEether.Butvllllltrea]'].yservethelrbest
rnterests to send them to schools tnhere not only the chlldren of

thepoormlnElewlththoseoftherlch,whlchlBlofcourse,
whatlconslderhlghlydeElrableandstronElyadvocate,but
where the chlld rolth IQ TO slts beslde one wlth IQ 1?O' and uhene

themoral"lyvleakchlldfreel.yassoclateswlththeehlldnhohas
beenearefu].}yratsedtodlstlngulshrlghtfromv{ronEandtoconduet
hlnrself responslb}y? such mlxlng ls Supposed to teaeh a lesson

tndemocracy.ThlgmakesnoSensetome.obvtouslY,nochlldwt}]"
reeetveanedueatlonbesterrltedtohlsabllltleeandvoeatlona}
alns 'n 

such a school; lror wl,r. the brlght chlld devel'op admlrattr*'n

and respect for the dullard, or the potentlal young dellnquent

profltfromaseoclatlngwlthue]']..brought.upchlldren.Itlsfar
more1lkelythatthedu].lardul].lbefrustratedrthebrlghtcht}#
bored,theaveragechtldnevercha}IenEedoentally,tlregoodchl,}*

eorruPtedbytheyorrnEne'er.do-well,andeveryonetsmal}nersand

mare'-s downgraded to a dead LeveL of medlocrlty'

11



lilost of these dlsadvantages reualnreven when we take account

:i dlffenent learrrlng capacttles by setttng up multlple tracks'

?hey are an over heterogeneous cLagses.- and I suppose

l{e ought to be grateful. that some educatlonlsts have flnal"l"y made

thls coneesslon to the urgent demands of crlttcs ancl the publle.

But it 1s a somewhat amateurlsh way of deallng wlth the probJ'em

of chtLdrenrg unequaL mental aptlttrdes. The gma1l homogeneous

school, characterlstle of European educatlon, doee a much betten

Job.

I do not belteve that at a huge comprehenElve sehool tal'ented

chlLdren can ever recelve as Eoqd-an edueatlon as at a small

Engllsh grarmar sehooL, tr'rench tydee, or Swlss Gymfraslwl' In thelr

enthuslasna for glgantle schsoLs and democratlc togethenness, Amerlcan

educattonlstg overlook the dlffleuLty of eonductlng under the

same roof sueh varled enterprlses as llfe-adJustment tralnlng,

lelsure-tlme aetlvltles, vocatlonal tnalnlng, and eerlous baslc

edueatlon, especlaLly when the cholce Lles wlth the chlld as to

whleh course he w111, take. How can we expect chlldren to choose

hlgher mathematlcs when thelr cJ.assmates are havlng ftrn Learnlng

how to play canasta, cook or ftnd a mate? tlhy should an 8th

grader tackle a hard subJect when next doon the klds are happlly

whlzzing through a couxage ln ltgome and Fanl1y Llry1ng?" Uhy shoulrX

he take tough eJcans when others get promoted on true-faLse tests

postng sueh ttdlfftcul"ttt prob1ems asSshould boys use deodorant'x, *r

can one use cake soap for shampoolng?

L2
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Ipresumeuedonotwlshtocarry'.democratlc'teducatlonto

,polntwhereonl.ycht].drenoftherlchcanaffordtobecome
profegslonalpeople.Yetthlswou].dasguredlyhappenl.fweheeded

those e&ucatlonlsts who brand everyone as undenrocratlc who advocates

speclalpub3.tcschoo].lngforou:rtalentedyouth.Douewantthe
servlces of doetors, lawyers, englneerg and other profeeslonaLs?

tleLl then we wonrt get them unless we provlde proper schoollng

forthoseofourchlldrenuhoanewll3.lngandab].etobecome
profeeslonale. To caLl gM.,advocatlng that only an nellterr be

wel].educated,.whl].etherestoforrrchlldrenreeeiveanlnferlor
educatlon,maklnEthemforeverhewergofwoodandearr:lersof

water,lshlghl.ylrresponslb1edemagogjrBfY.Atpreeentnobody
getsareallygoodpubllceducatlon;uhatcrltlosad'vocatelsthat
everybodyrecelvethebestedueatlonhel-sableandwl].1lngto
absorb. UhA! eouLd be '49fS democratlc?

Apartfromthedlsadvantageofattendlngcomprehenslverather

thanhomogeneousschools'QllfehlldrenLearnlessthanthose
abroad,becaugeweareeonfused'abouttheobJectlvegofformal

educablon, beeauge we get ourseLves extr:emely nodest goal"s' becaum*

ourteaeher8].acktheprofesslona].qua1lfleatlonsandstatusthey
enJoyabroad,,andlaborrxtderthehandlcapofbelngcontroU.edlr.l

theirprofesslona}workbyanarmyofadurlnlstrator.l.",unarrow
speclallstswhodletatepedagoglgalmethodB,selectotextbooks,

anddeterrnlneeurrleula'Itlsthesenon-teachlngpersoRs,these
so-eaLled BprofesslonaL educators"t vlho shape &nerlean e&ue*tf*r:"

and.mustbehe].dresponslbleforltsmedlocreachtevements"
r.3



t

I

Thetheortesofp[rogtresgtveedrreatlonhave].eftadeep

lmprlntwhlehearutoteasllybeeraged.UnderthelrlnfJ.uence,
ed.ueatl0nlsts have gradualLy denuderl the hlgh school eu*lculum

of rts former solld content, and frlred rt ulth frtlls and' Irnow-hou

courges;theyhaveabandonedtheconceptthatad'vancenentmuet

be earned by ESI*-1s-t'tQ 
perfor"mance" and substltuted automatlc

promotlon. rn thetr deterrrlnatlon to make the schoor's ttdemocratlc"

andtokeepthe].essab],echlldhappy,theyhavebeenralalnga
generatlonofAmerleansuhoexpecttoobtalnallgoodthlngs

wlthouteffort,,andwhoacqulreawholl.yfalsenotlonofthelrol|n
lnportance,becausetheyhaveneverhadanopportr:nltyatechool
tocomparethelrg,.Igtrueaccompl,lsrlmentsul-ththoseofothers.

StrrnEbyerltlclsm,Amerlcaneducatlonlstearepresently

maklng an effort to shlft th" s# responslblllty for watered*dowt:

currlculaonttreAnerlcanpub3.lc.ButltnasttrelrgwllreJectlon
ofssMeeducatlonlnfavorof]'1fe;-.q$Ju9'-t-p*e,n-ttralnlnEthat
openedthedoorstopreEsureEroupshorrndlngthegehoolswlth

requeststoteachthelrpartlcularpetBubJects.Horeover,t}:e
pubS"lchasngwawa}reaedtotheneedforeehoollmprovement,whtle

educatlonlets stl-l1 erect roadbl'ocks to prevent genulne reformr'

one has but to steep hlmself 1n the urltings of Leadlng educattontmtr+

toseRsethelrproforrrrdantl-1nte],1ectua].xsmanddlsltkefor
qualxtyeducatton.Thefol}owlngpasgaEetakenfromKllpatrlcktg

btographybyTenenbar:mshowsho1llandvlhyourcurrlcu}ahavebegome

dtveeted of soLld eontent:
14



"The wrlter hag seen a clasS of slx hrrndred and nore Eraduate

::udent$lneducatlon'cowrlslnEteachers'prlnclpals'grrBertntendents'
votethelroplnlonlnoverwhelurlnEnrrmbersthatGreekltatlnand
mathematlcs offered the leaet llkely possIblIltles for educatlona]

gror,ll,hi and vrlth a}most the same rrrranlmlty they placed dancln*,

clramatlcsandgo]1p].aylnghlEhonthe]'lstlnthlsregard..|

'*";:::'l"ur*"*amonsallmoderndemo*acleshaved'evalued
ourlnte].lectualcurrencyi}rehavedowngrad'edthehlghschool

dlpl.omatoapolntvlhereltdoeenotevenpromlsecompetenceln
p"fglq.*Snp subJects' os ultneEs the need of many graduates to

tal.(e remedlal courses at college ln readlng, wrltlng and arltkrmetlc "

Educatronlst dogroa declares that nevertheress chlldren are better

educatedtodaythanlnthepast.Ifwegobaclrf.sr"''"oghthJ.e1g
probably true. our corr'try never had as EOod an educatlonal System

asthenoreadvancednatlonsofE\rrope;ltwaglatesetttnEupa
tax-suBportedschoo}system.ol.Irchlldrensltlnschoolmanymsr#
bourg, days' and years Lge'ey than seventy-flve years ago and we

spendL-oI.!Jtlmegas$anYtaxdollargtokeepthenthere.Bven
a*-owlng for the steady eroglon of the value of the dol,ar' they

oughttorlavelearnedabltmoreatapereapltacostof$}351rr
lgr]coutpared to $?'9L ln l'880' Or so one rlould thlnlc'*

TheAmerlcandreamofmaklnghtgher.gecond.aryechoo]"lng

avallabre to gE, free of charrser has however not been real"lse&

becaugeuehavedovlngraded'thehlghschoolrrntllltprovldes
* See Unlted Statee Statlstlea1 Abetract'

t5
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for a ggJg:LW of chlldrentnot ver'5r mueh nfiore reaL educatlon

rhan ls noflna1ly acqulred gI -grlh-e,rq 
ln -e.!-e'ge*nt-3'ff 

schools' I

d.o not ulsh to enter lnto the battle of statlstlcs about hor

ma-ny hxgh sehool ehlLdren take Ph3} subJeets' I merel"y wleh to

polnttothedec].lnelnforeJ.Enlanguageteachlng.Ibe1levethle
dec].lnevlaBadtreetresu].tofprrogreEglvedognathatllfelE
not renrlched,t by Learnlng forelgn 3'anEuages r:n]'ess these are

actual1yspo}<enlnthecomurr:nltylnuhlchonellves.Even-t-9d1y,
vlhen nany parents have tarren the rnltlatlve 1n a*anglng forelgn

language courses for therr eh11dren, and when our ,eaders publlcly

dep)-ore our Llngulstlc lLllteracy' Haay educatlonlsts remaln

strongly opposed to such collrses'
som stated that whlle almost

Two Years ago, Secretary FoL

studYlng at least one fore5'gn

ha]-f our hlgh sshool students ilere
the standard educatlonle'r

language J-n 1928, bv Lg55 only 2Ol dt.d so'
go to hlgh sef'o*}

repl,Y to slnllar statlstlcs ls that more chlldren
academlc s*llxi$#s "

todaY, and that the new ones are too stupld to take

hlgh sehCI';l 9s:

But about the saue pereentage of chlldren attended
will not g**

L928 as Ln L955, Bo the argument has no merlt' I
lnteLleetua}

lnto the 1ow vaLue our educatlonlsts place on the

to the f,a**

abllLtles of Pw: ehl3.drenr excePt te call" attentlon

t one forelgrr langti&S€ "
f 'c r,.

that aL1 Rueslan ehJ'ldren learn at Leae

Amerlean ed"uea tlonlsts PSgP-:fly elalm that our chlJ.dren are p,Px*:

abl"e? The more I learn about educatlon , the Less aro I w1111r:5 t*

that aLl but a mlnorlty--L5fi ae
belleve

t6

cordlng to one l-*aditr'c



educator--of our chll"dren cawrot absorb soHd sub$ects' True,

learns them e-aq1Iy, but rnany more could learn
onIY a mlnorlty

them wlth qffort, and lf they vlere skt1.lful, tal.rght

SkLl"l-fuL teaehlng can be had gn:g tf one grants teachers

turn demands that they be as

fuIl profeselonal status 'and ln re

weIJ" educated as other Profeoslona1 PeoPl.e. We have allowed our

teachers to beoome }lttle more than emBloYees of admlnlstrattve

ed.ueatlonletE vlho, rrnder our gcheme of thlngs, occupy the best

ald and most lnfLuentlal posltlons ln educatlonaL offlclaldom'

I t ls !h91{ who presume to spea}< ulth the volee of educatlon;

rarely does one hear from a cl'agsroom tea cher excePt thnough

anonyatoue tetters to editors and crttlcs'

MgstofthepedagUglcerror8and'morestroEltlesthatlnfestaur

schoolsorlglnatelnadmlnlgtratlvedlrectlvescomlngfrom:""::::''
hlgh tn the hlerarehy of educatlonal offrcla'.orr uho have themselves

rare)"y had any elassroom expenlence ' Seldorn J's the real eXBert** 
\l

tlre teaeher--consul"ted ln the matter of currlculum plannlnB' pe&a6egS"e:

methods, and selectlon of textbooks' Ee ls elmpLy handed bhe

newest products of progressl've theory based on the vrery lateet

so*eal-Ied 'rpsycho3"ogleal researehrr and told to apPly them ln elass "

Inther^lordsofoneteacherwhoflnall'yqultlndj"sEust:
,,oneyearltHasburrdlesofrloodenstlcksand.redandb}uepok*r

ehlps*-rn11].loneoftheml*-torepl.acethemultlp].lcatlontab].e

andgl-vethecht]"drenagengeof],earnlngbydotng.A,nothers##9"
ttwaeaserleeofreaders,soarrangedthatchl].drencuu"Ld,b*

LT



taught to reacl vltthout the bortng and rxrllfellke process of

learnlngbhealphabetlYetagalnJ.twouldbearevisedsoclal
studtescurr'lculumn,aceordingtowhl.chetudentsweretospend
Ireeks on rortentatlcn to Sehroolrr tlly Fam11y" and tour NetEhbortrood'I

whl].eanelenthlstony$'asresol.utelydroppedfromthecourseof
studies altogetherr. rl

The subordfnatLon of, Amerlean teachers to thelr noa-teaehtng

admlnlstratlve supertors ts in glanlng contraet ts the professtonal

lndependenee of teaehers abroad where educatlonal admlnlstratmrs

are r.mknowrl. European sehosL prtnclpaLs are lnvarlably themselve*

e:cperlenced teachers utro keep thetr hand ln by glvt'nE a few osllJtses

to the upper gradee. The hlghest Job 1n a Errdlopeaa irnlVerslty-*

thatofreetor--Eoegtoaprofessoreleetedtothlsoffleefor
one year by hls co}leaguea oR the faeulty' It wouLd be

lncsneelVable to anyone abr^oad that an ex-athletlc eoach be set to

dlrecttheaffalrsofaRedueatloaalinstltutlon.Theldeathat
schools and nnlversltles need prrblle reLatlons staffs strlkes

EuropeanedueatorBasutterlyludlerous.Iconfesglmyeelf
cannst hel.p wond.erlng ruhy a tax-supported sohool should need *u*tt

astaffitsthtsrea}lyaneeessaryexpenee?Hordoforelgn
edueaEtonal systems eBgage hordes sf testerg, guldanee persmm:ne.9''

record keepers an6 the l,J.ke,uho lncrease the cogt of edu*ati*n

hsgg wlthout maklnE lt notleeably uore efflclent' one may vr*3'3" !&j|Jl1{iti'u"

Just r*hat quaLlfleatlons are possessed by all these people p:tc*

uanage our gchools and otlr teaeherg '
18
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Well,theyusuatrl"ypCIssegtshlEhaeaGemledegreesbutthese

may wel"). have been aequlred, ln a wholly unaeadeurlc way,by learnlng

how to manage sehsol plants, pnrehase sepplles, dlsburse paq

and.d.ealwl.thpersCIEme]"prgu.}emsinotherelntheuor}d'canone

ftnd guch strange rtortgLraal researchtt as $111 get one a doetorate

ln Edueatlsn j-n thj.s country, tt1he Junlor Hostees VoLrrnteers at

the USO Lafayette Squarert' ttA Cornparlson Between the Readabll"tby

of Dlgest and onlglnal Verslons Of Arttclesrrt ItAn EvaLuatlon of

Iunovatlons ln Elementary School Classroorn $eattnE"r are but a feW

samp3.es. Ere-athletle eCIaerres turned superlntendent or prlnelpal

may bave $on thetr doctorates by wrlttns a thesls on t'Personal"lty

Trattg of Athletesn or "sehool Camplng tn Hew Jers€Y"t 0r'r:rrxcuLa

andteaehlngnaethodgnaybeprescrlbedbypeopleeonsldered

psychologlcaL experts on the strength of such stud'les as ttgela1lott*htp

ofPlaylngthePl.nba]-lGarnetoPergona}ttyDiraensloxl.,'
Inthetradltlona].Amerlcansehoo]",beforeprogresslve

educatlon took over, and l.n sehools abroad, Judgnent of a pup5"}ts

educatlonaS"progreoslstirerespgnelbtlltyofthec}agsrooxn

teacher. I[grq He seek to ellmlngte hls *subJectlve'* Judgrnent 
"b5"

ttObJectlveit rnaeh1ne-proeessed teets' Tltese can llever' ln my oplr:!*r:lo

doasgoodaJo.baseanateacherwhorematngwlthhtselaggf*r
longpertodsoftlnne,and.tha'ursgetstolmoweaehpupS"S"l"ntlm*&e3p"

At best, meehanleal- teets measure lsolated abLlltles, whtle the

tradrtlonal" essay-tIree on pnobLera-sor.v1ng examlnatron gave a k'.{",'-ii{

baslsforevaluablngaehls.dlgrea].ac}rlevement.
Lg
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Abroad,e}emerttaryteaehergstll].takethesameelagethrough

for.lr or meore years; ln secondary schools profesoors teach two

orthreerelate&etrb$eotstothesameelassthroxlghseYera}graoeB.
Todothls,teaebereugtrctofeotlreepossegsa}E0retllgoroug
professlona].educatlonthanl.geolffion}ypoeeesgedbyorrromn

teachers ' ![e fool ourge]ves tf vle thlnk meehanlcal" tests can

xar<eover ttre Job of measu*ng e*ueatror,al advanee ' Iile merely elutter

edueattonulttraEewtr.otofnon-teachl.ngspecia}lste--thetegters*
I{othrng ea* nowa*ays he done before the teetere have had a go at 

't"

Nou that we flnar.ly trave a federal eflrreati"sn aet whleh recogntrau

theJmportaneeofadequate}yedueatJ.ngorrrtalentedchlldren,H€

ear,srot g'et ou wj'th the Job buB nmlst flrpt let the Un1ted $tetea

Offlce of EdueatLon umderbake a 
:::-^-"-d 

trtaleat lmventorSr'rt

glvlnE ennpl'oyrmerrt to lrote of tegters "

Teaanotgeerchat,al].?hleteetlngtsstrppoeedtogetus.

ue$*eu:Pehlfdreaoughattobebetteredueatedito}ceepgn
testtng thexr u111 rlot qlteq that lact ' Nor fs ft;fear to me }t*cq

oae lnventerfee lq]enL n' *n"*g ehlIdren answer Yes CIr nCI t* sta*h

gtatenents ass ugy parente treat me as lf I do net ler+eu rlsht

fromwrorrBB"or"DadaluayoseeBfrstoobusybopalarourrdwlthsxe's

or "If you dont t drtnk tn our serrsB they malee you feel llke a

sxgsy.',t{ewoulddobettertougetheBoleeywaetedoRgt*ghtegtm
toedueabemoregoodforelgml"anguaEe,@thematlegandeclen*e

teaeherenof n,hom ?$e have f,ar too feu; l.neldentanly, ue eera}d d*

ulth fewer testersl
20



thegorkoftegters,gutdarreeBereonnel.,andahostofo&lrer

a&rrtntstratlvefurrettonar,legcouldbedoneahrmdredtlmegbetter
lf we lnslsted that aux b*aehers be as tre].J- educated generally an{

profeeslonallyaetheyareabx,o&d,andlfwethengavee&ueatlort

backtothem'ldehavegCIlseowerboar&enuaeehanlealal6san6on

so_cal'ed obgectlve ?estg of the muStrple etrelce type rshlerl appeal

to us beeauae t'bey seem' ee ffi*-PS*P"P'**'e 
aad mske sehsel' talee sn

theaspeetofanefftolen&buglneasef,f,tee"B1rtaatfrlrrgcan
rep}aeearcatr,1ygoodteaeher.ld&badbet,terfaeeuptothefae&
ttrat rse must get them' FeS them ueIl' and treat them as ggg$eP:*g*q"glg

l.f we wlstr €o edue'ate sur etrtldren properly"

Ager].eaaedueatforrle?gp-heavyutthadmlntstratersilt}acks

the seholarry *ea&erete*p rm6er whleh forergn ed,*eattenal eyetems

attalnhlg}aeeholaetteaetal.eveanentg"$g}aoe].ref,oranswlllep}be

generate6fromwlthl.aabureaueres}rrtlnby:aon-teac}rersrchpse

ilrte}leetua} par*e}rlallem arr€ }aek of es"assrgo* experleace prevem&

theBfremrecognlzfusg€]arcdaeattrenaldef1elenetee.Horex]"l*}ae
preseBtleadere}rlpofo.tgp;rbltesehcolgperaaltoutetf,erste

erltlelueCIityaebooigelthS.mpuntty;stlllleestakeheedaf
rarul.nggbyerttles"Asl-etbeeagegt?bmoatadmlnlstratorg
ghs eerrtrel rarge bu:reaeeraetee 1a thls ee*atry' the nera ,dbs w&a!*&e

onr setlcs1s tesd te loole rap,oB pub&lc e&treablon &s a g*Hg. e&3 smm3"ra

lu wbJ'etr ttrelr rule 1g absolute '

ForthepaeEteayeareEhgvebeenkeeplngare+or&*fa"}3

saJGf, errtrersme pf amer,*ean edrreatlen awd ef the rea*&**xe *?:es'cEt*' *f
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r "profes$1ona1'r 
educatlonlsts ' In readlng t?rrough a nass of

materlal porrlng frour the pens of lntllvldua1s and BrofesslonaL

organlaatlons, orre ls struck by the 
-*:g-Ir,y--qs*I3} 

seu-rlghteousness

llhlehpervadesedueatlonlstreactlontocrftlclsm'Onecanftnd
noevtdenceofana$arenessthat,1IIvlewofthepresentstateof-ftrr""neducatlon'thecrlttcmlghtJustconcelvabLybeslneere'

andhaveauell-reaEonedcasetopresentforschoolreform.s
critlclsm ls contemptuously dl.$BlsEed' eveR when 1t 18 volced bY

arrxlougparentsorbycltlzeng'eomltteesfouaedtglnducethelr
loea].gchoolstochangeerrrrieuJ,aorteachlngmethods.Al.lare
patrontzlngl.yto}dtoleavesuchmatterstothenexpertsniany
eltlzen who becomes too lnslstent Is l'ilcel'y to be subJected to

persona,- vlrrflcatlon and thls isrof cource*arso the rot of ttrose

It 
t:ffi":'::T::X i:il'; hrmse,r on,h1s subrec" r

recorrnend' a serles of artlcles by Houard Uhlfiran uhleh Colllers

publtsheo flve years dgo, beglrrnlng Febnrary 5 ' Lg5'--the flrs*

uagentxt}ed,,$peakoutSl].entPeople.l'lltreyareuellrlort,h
readlnBp 'f 

for no other reason than trre d1c:":::''on they **;ttlalll.r

ontheextraordlnarydtfflcu].tyexperleneedbytheAmertcan
publtewhenever!ttrleBtolndugelocalgchoolstoabandon
progresslvenethod.gconglderedhalBfu1totheehlldren.

onesucheampalgglflasfoughttolnducetheschoolgt$retl:3].gl

to t}re P}"*:J'19 
method of teachlnE chll.dren to readi parent,m Wc*fi,*

gettlng tjr*a of havln* to take over the teachlng Job thery$<;:'J"$$'

22
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even a voluntary natlonal etandand srNacks of federar tyranrry?

0n, ls not thelr hostl1lty to such standarda mereJ.y pant of thelr
genenal lntolerance of crltlcls,n y,,I!_tg,,y.-e'.p klnd lt may be, and firon

yhateven source Lt rfiay come.

of thls lntolenance there can be no doubt, rt 1s g1ar1nEly

manLfest 1n the avalanche of wondg wlth whlch educatlonlsts seek

to demolish crltlclsm and the cnltlc. r have nost of lt ln my

large eoLlectlon of materlaL doerrmentJ.ng the educatlonaL hlstory
of our country for the past harf centur5r. Thene 1s go nuch of
lt that lt ovenfLows a large bookease. I{hen one has the educatlonlst
eounter:ease a1l, 1n one pJ.ace and so can absorb lt, as it were, ln
one Eulp, one ls struek ulth lts sameness. rt armost seems as

lf a centraL strategy board hed lssued dlnectlves on nhow to deal
wLth the crltlcs!tr AlJ.oulng fon dlffereRces ln the pensonalttles

of wrlters and 1n thefu wrltlaE otyle, one flnds vlrtual unanlnLty
among them that, barnlng the need fon .gggg---_nol!!_ r tbene ls nothlng
$tronE wlth our sehools--they are ttthe best ln the world.tt Conseetru*i.r.r;-iy.

3LJ erltlelsm ls unJustlfted and alL crltlcs are nenemLes of &kae

pub3"le sehooLs"r.

rn ord.er to ttp{g_v€' that ou:: ed,ucatlonaL systen ls lnferlor
to none, educatlonists wllL try anything. Now that they are fa**s
wlth ss mueh evld.ence brought ln by erltlcs that Hrnopean edr.l*a*l-*,r

1s better than ours, they ane red,oubllng thelr efforts to convXsr*r*

the Amerlcan people tlrat natlonal schsol systems eannot be e*au areri
because eaeh refLects the mbr6s and cultune of lte partlet:l*r:
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soclety. A favorlte glmlck Is to show ho!'l lnapproprlate Eqropean

educatlon proved to be when lt was applled to baclnnard peoples ln

liuropean eolonles; how 11ttLe meanlng an Indlan ehl]d would Eet

from learnlng about the Norman Conquest on an Afrlcan bushman about

Louls XIV. I can onLy say ln reply that for gy-99J! I do not

conslder us as far removed from European ctvlIlzatlon as Indlans

or Congolese. Nor am I comforted when edueatXonlsts telL me that

our educatlon must be exceLlent glnce Eo nany students from

backward natLons come to the unlted states to study at otlJl eolLeges

and. un1vers1t1ee. Po8Slbly free schoLarshlps have somethlng to

do wlth th1s. Ilowever, I am qulte wllllng to concede that schooLs

1n Outer Mongolla ane v{orse than ours, tlhat of lt?

I flnd edueatlonlst attempts to convince us that no drastlc

reforng ane needed ln our schooL system utterly r:nconvlnelnE'

What [s more, I donrt belleve they can make lt sttck' Not even

by pourtng thelr wrath on the erltlcs. It ls surprlslng hovl far

gentle sehool men are wXL11nE to go to deuoLlsh the dloagreeabSe

dlstuJrber of the edueatlonal peaee'

As to hle motlves, the party Ilne ls that these are aLways

suspeet r:nless the crltlc ts pald handsomely by some Foundatlon'

1n whleh case he wlLl not be vlllfted and can get away wlth a fafr

amount of real crltlclsm. The free-Lance cr1tlc, howeven' ls fa[:r

Eamei 1t w11,1 be hlnted that he may be Bart of a slnlster consBfra*3r

englneened by forees of the 1eft, the rlght, or of both the 1ef;t

anet the nlght--at any rate olnlster'
25
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lonelypergollnhodoesnltgetaloug;glthpeople,nhohashadan
rrrrfortrrnatechlldhoodthatleavesh,^Bfu].loffnrstratlonsuhtch
he takes out by trrylng to destroy the schools (rt rs a:rloEattc that

theprrr?oseofallcr1tlclsnlgrtodestroytheEehoolgtr).or
perhaps he crltlclzes to nake Eoney' In one of the ntmblest

reversaLs of faetual tnrth, a crltlc $as once aecused of crttlclzlrg

to galn Prestlget'

IdlslllregettlngBersonalbutrhatlsayhasbeenso
thorougblymlsrepresentedtbatlEhorrld]'l}retogoonreeordon
aferpolrrts.IepeakabouteducatlonaSaprlvatecltlzen;ry
off1cla,- dutles glve re no acce'' to seeret edueatr.onal lnforaatlon-*

everybhlngluse]-savallab]'etothepubl.leandcanbefoundby
anyoaetaldngthetroubleto1ookforlt.Iilordoesanyoneorder
orpayEetotal}abouteducatlon'soetlnesfeesareofferedi
Itraveuadeltar'uletoagktbattheseandroyaltlesfrmrybook
beturreedoverdJ.reetlytospeclfledeharltles.l{yeoncerawlth
educatlonlsawhollypnlrrateandvoltmteeraet!.vl.ty.lranysne
takestheposlt1onthatthlseoncernultheducatlonlnterf*res
rrlthryofflclaldut1es,Ichal].engehlntoprovelt.Asogla]-
erI.tl.c' of course, ls falr game for everyone'

Angqyedueatl.onlsteareforeverdeuagdlngthatlstop

nedd].l.nglBuattergofaoGoncerntoueandthatlstlckt6u[y
trade of bu1,dl-ng reactors. such reagonlng thotls a profound

mlsconceptlonoftherlgtrtsanddutlesofdenocratlcclttrzen*hgp"
It rogld trave us all becore shat the Greeks calIed 1d!0!S$-**Pr3"v*te:
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persons who take no lnterest fui clvlc uattens. Our educatlonaL

bnneaucracy ls ln thls nespeet no dlfferent l?m othen bureaucracles

and pnessure groups who seek escape fron all cnltLclsm by branding

the lnslde crltle as a dlsloyaL tnalton to the organlzatlon, and

the outslde erltle as a tnoublemaken nlthout gualiflcatlon to
Judge what the bureaucmcy does. IErLesB we scotch thts atteryt
to make of erltletsm a Bodern klnd of Ie\e naJest6r fi€ shall
assured.l.y lose contnol. over the powenfirr organlzatlons that
lncreastngly control onr 1i.fe. These organlzatlons tend to fonget

they weBe set up to do a speclflc Job and that when they fal]. to do

1t satlsfaetorlLy, they must expect to be crltlelzed. In partlcular,
no pubL1c aEency can conduct ltse1f tndeflnltely ln a mamer whlch

hams the natlon as a whole rlthout belug castlgated 1n publlc.
Ilavlng eaLled a crltlcts motlves lnto guestlon, educatlonlste

lnvartabLy proceed, to decLare hls facts are wrong or at least
suspett because he has not doermented each of then (nhlch woul6

be rather dlfflcurt to do 1n a speeeh but this ls convenleatly
for:gotten), They cLalm he cannot real"ly say anytblng nonth

11stenlng to about educatlon unLess he has personalJ.y lnspected

every school ln the countrXr, sat ln everTr classroom of ever,gr scho*}u

and Llstened to what everrr cht1d. ln everT elassroon of every
schoo} has sald.. lftrls ls he1d to be the onLy nselentlfl"e meth*S*

of establlshlng facts--an obvlous aplng of the sclentlfj.e methr:dx

of the exact sclences when they geek to ascertaln the 1ans cf xeat*,13-,r.

It ls as lf educatlonlsts were not aware that mush ean bs 3s*r..rued.
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by readlng books and offlctal doctrments, statlstlcs and examlnatlon

guestlons;bycomirparlngtheproductsoforrrgchoole$lththoseof

others,bVahrxrdredmethodslnvolvlngthouEht,reasonlngand

Judgnent, and by drawlng on a falrly broad know}edge of the vlorl'd'

when I flnd a gtatement of m1ne, based on offlclal sources and

subJected to a carefuL check by experts--such as my remanks on

Dutch educatlon--belng a1r1Ly dlsmlssed as who1Ly erroneous by

sone educatlonlst who cLalms to lonow aJ'I about Dlrtsh educatton but

who does not bother to support thte accusatlon' I am sorely terapteel

tod.rawupabllloflndlctmentonfactua].errorgcomflttedby
educatlonlsts. So far I have not ylelded to so lgnoble an ripurse

andlhopelghallconttnuetoregtgtthetemptatlon.
Butlcannot].etthethlrdattackonthepergonofthecritlc

go by unaasueredi thls ls the educatlonlst argument that' rmlegs

he ls part of the publlc schoo]. syetem, a erltlc 1s not gua].lf.e{

to sPeak on educatlon"

In Tlre }Iouse of Intelleet, Jacques Barzun eaLLs thls vlewBotmfl

a nsuperstl.tlon that understandlng Is ldentlca} wlth prsfessiarxaaS

s}<11].,t,rhtchhebrandsasdenlaloflnte].lect,andso1tls-f|he
attltude of educatlonlsts that they aLone poBsess uetswledEe and

wisdom ln all thlngS Concerned slth the learning process 1s uot

eenvlnelng, conlng as tt does fnom people whose own educatton**

genenal and profeeslonal--ls rarely Xmpresolve'

Tocarryonmyasslgnedtasklnnuc].earpropulslon,Inecd
lntelllgent and weLl ed.ueated men. Though a gneaL many of otxr'- b*st
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colLeEe grsdrJates and offleers applvr only a smIl percentage shotl

enoug}rpromlsetobeaccepted'.Uethenhavetotaketlneoutto
set up courses teaehlng these veqy brlght young people fimdanentals

they ought to have Learned at school and college; that lndeed ane

taughtsuehyoungpeopleabroad'Obvl'ously'allthlsholdsup
our rrork. s{mllar developmental. proJecte suffer from the saBe

scarclty of qrrallfled people. fhe schoolE do not supply them;

thelr products are rmsatlsfactorg. The fallr::ne of the schools to

turtr out the klnd of producte thle natlon sorely need's today glves me

a rlght to cr:lttclze thea'

Angryeducatlonlgtsoftenthreatentotel].rehofltobul].d
nucLear submarlneB. I{y reply 1s that !.f they tlave as thoroughly

studied nuclear physlce and engXneerlng as I have educatton' lf

they can devlse better wayB to bu1ld these shlpE, ne ln the naval

reactolr group roul.d gladly we1core thelr advlce ' I{e are deepLy

appreclatlve rhen people take enough lnterest tn our rrork to

tblnk up ner, ldeas. So far we bave not recelved any from educat&x's.

co4ared, to nuclear phyExes and reaetor teehnology' edusa&1on

1s a falrly slEp}e subJeet. Any lntelllgent 1ayran can obtaln a

thorowh gnderstandl,ng of lts probleme, prlnclples, and the

perforuances of dtfferent natlonal school systeus' A$ to what

opr schools teach, hovl they teach lt, hou they afe organlzed fo

do thls Job and what they acco@Ilsh In twelve years of sehoolln$-"'

these are Eatters whlch one can gulte reLl, gra8p nlthout havtng

flrst ta1<en the regulred nruber of courses on Bucatlon at e '!:e84!'!=rd;r\
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colleEe whlch constltute almoEt the sole quallflcatlon denanded

of Amerlcan edueatorg.

In truth, the crltlcrE 1ot 1g not a happy otl€r Yet he bas a

useful roLe to play ln a democratlc soclety; he Ls an t'nportant

partofthedemocratlcproeeso.Heflndsthefactgweneed,but
rarely have the tlme to dlscoven for ourselves, and on which we

base our declsr.ons on natl0nal lsBueg. IIe alerts ug nhen the

brrreaucraclesnowdomlnatlngllfeEtartnanchlngponderouslydown

a d.ead-end street of error, and eo givee us a chance to put then

back on the rtght road before lt ts too Late. orne hopee that

present uarnlngs of edueational crltlcs w11I be heeded before lt

ls too Late for us to catch up ln those areaB where Russla hae

forgedaheadofusrbecauseofhergreateruealthlntnalned
professlonal" PeoPle'

It should never be forgotten that lt uas crltlcs who flret

ca].].edattentlontotheRusslaneducatlonalmenaee;edueatlonlstm

dldnr t get arrorrnd to cheoklng on Russlan schooJ.lng untll last

stmmer, but selentlsts and englneerS reported what was happenS"ng

lnRusslaln].g53,andlnthatyearlrryselfbegantospeakof
thlsdanger.Ineverthoughtthatbycall.lngatteatlontothls
o&lnous deveLopment I would beeoae an renemy of Amerlcan educatlone;

orthatepmp-ar5.ng,Russlanschoo1swtthourgrrou].duakenethe

favorlte i6r" ,,o!.; of educatlonlsts uho see flt to ear-l me hyst*ti'- "t-i ,

aloverofRussla,awartBolrgerand'aJackass.Atthatlconstdey
ryse]"ffortrrnateslncelhavenotyetbeenputlnaclasswS'tPl
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Dllllngerandotherprofesslonalu.urdererg.Thlshashappened
to another er1t1c ui:ose slncerlty and scholarghlp r adnlre'

Sagparlsons.*lthforelgnschoo}systemsarepalnfulto

Ase:1:a:: edrica.ulonlsts and one regrets that. But 1t eannot be

ua5;aLned, thst they are not relevant' It is througtr comparleons

;bat crltlcs try to demonstrate our deflclencleE to the Auerlesn

peopleSotheycandoEomethlngaboutthem.FtftyyearBsgo,

aedlcal and Lega1 schoolE ln thle COrrntny $ere a dlsgrace and a

scandal.twofamousstudlegcomparlngthemtoslmll.a:rEohools

abroad uere wrltten unde:r the ausplces of the carnegle Forrndatlon'

Theycreatedafirrorandlnsplredguchdragtlcrefortsthatwe
sooll got profesBlonal schools as good aB those of Europe' Todayre

crltleshopethatbycomparlnggeneraleducatlontrereandabroad,
theywlll'brlnEaboutaslmllanupgradlngoforrr.P.:!1*gehoo1g.

Educatlonletswtlldoubtlegscontlnuetofl8htreforuand
ho].dltupaslongastheyeaa.Aelsaldatthebeglrrrrlngof
thtsspeech:Iantlolpatethattheeampalgnwll.lgoonformany,
manyyears"AslongaElamab].etostandupandexpreBsmyviewa,,
I shall keep on flghtlng for schools that wtLl reaL3"y treducateu!

our chlld.nen--aLL of them'
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